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1 INTRODUCTION 

The Londolozi Game Reserve forms a part of an exclusive area within the Sabi Sands Game 

Reserve which attracts a large number of tourists on an annual basis, and contributes greatly to 

the regional economy through eco-tourism. As part of an upgrade and continual improvement 

programme, the Londolozi Game Reserve Trust wishes to undertake various developmental 

activities which aim to improve the tourism facilities at the Londolozi Varty Camp. Additionally, 

the members of the Londolozi Game Reserve Trust wish to improve their socio-economic 

influence through the construction of a specialized community-service-based facility.  

The developmental activities will be undertaken withr environmentally sound practices and 

principles, ensuring that the tourism facility operates in an environmentally friendly manner with a 

reduced impact footprint. 

The Londolozi Game Reserve Trust (the applicant) has contracted EMROSS Consulting (Pty) 

Ltd., as independent environmental consultants, to undertake the required application 

environmental authorisation from the Mpumalanga Provincial Government Department of 

Economic Development, Environment and Tourism (MDEDET, the decision-making authority) 

for the construction activities within the Londolozi Main Tourism Camp, Sabi Sands Game 

Reserve. 

Government notices no. R 544-546 stipulates activities which require authorisation, in terms of 

the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998). Government notice 543 

prescribes the manner in which the application must be undertaken. 

2 PROPOPSED DEVELOPMENT 

Londolozi currently consists of five luxury camps situated close together along the banks of the 

Sand River. The planning of these camps have put them all in relatively close proximity to one 

another and has thus negated the necessity for a number of staff camps and has allowed 

service and management structures to be combined and located centrally. The footprint of the 

operation has therefore been contained to the minimum while ensuring the ability to provide 

guests with a world class product. The new developments listed below have been planned with 

this ethos of a limited environmental footprint in mind. 

The proposed developments are all located on portion 2 of the farm Marthly 258KU. The 

development as proposed will require the existing camp fence to be extended. 

Details of the proposed developments are as follows: 

2.1 Retail Centre 

The retail centre is intended to provide visitors an opportunity to purchase various products, 

memorabilia and curio items. The retail centre is proposed located in an easily accessible place 

from all 5 camps, to the west of the camp dam. This will entail moving the existing retail centre. 
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See figure 1 and 2 for detailed location. 

2.2 Gym and deck 

A gym facility, along with a deck (Figure 2), is proposed overlooking the ‘Camp Dam’ at the 

eastern section of the Londolozi Main Tourism Camp. This development will provide guests with 

a centralised exercise and training facility. 

2.3 Creativity Hub 

A creativity hub is proposed to the south of the gym facility, and will also overlook the Camp 

Dam at the eastern section of the Londolozi Main Tourism Camp. This facility will be utilized for 

outreach programs and educational seminars aimed at educating and enriching the lives of 

members of surrounding communities. Additionally, this facility will provide guests with an 

‘internet café’ where various computer hardware and software programs can be utilized.  

Within the development footprint of the proposed creativity hub is a water pump station which 

will need to be relocated so as to accommodate the new building. 

2.4 Yoga Deck 

The yoga deck is proposed to the south of the creativity hub and will also overlook the ‘camp 

dam’. This facility is aimed at providing guests with a unique experience where they will have the 

opportunity to practice yoga in a tranquil and pristine environment. 

 

Figure 1: Location of the proposed developments in relation to the existing Londolozi 

Main Camp footprint (Source: Google Earth 2014). 
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Figure 2: Satellite image indicating the proximities of the various proposed 

developments in relation to one other (Source: Google Earth 2014). 

 

LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

In terms of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), the activities proposed are 

identified as having a potential negative environmental impact and as such must have an 

environmental assessment in order to obtain environmental authorisation before being 

constructed. 

The identified activities are as follows: 

Government Notice Regulation 544: 

Activity 11(x) “The construction of buildings exceeding 50 square metres in size where such 

construction occurs within a watercourse or within 32 metres of a watercourse, measured from 

the edge of a watercourse, excluding where such construction will occur behind the development 

setback line.” 

Government Notice Regulation 546: 

Activity 16(iii)(a)ii(aa) “The construction of buildings with a footprint exceeding 10m
2

 in size; 

where such construction occurs within a watercourse or within 32m of a watercourse, measured 

from the edge of a watercourse, excluding where such construction will occur behind the 

development setback line. In Mpumalanga: outside urban areas, in; a protected area identified in 

terms of NEMPAA, excluding conservancies.  
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As the proposed development will have some part within 32 meters of the watercourse, it 

requires a Basic Environmental Assessment in order to obtain environmental authorisation. 

 

The proposed developments may also be subject to regulations contained in other legislation, 

such as the: 

 National Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999 (Section 38)  

 Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act. 

 National Water Act 1998 (act 36 of 1998) 

 National Environmental Management Act (act 107 of 1998) 

 Constitution of the Republic of South Africa (act 108 of 1996) 

 Promotion of Access to Information Act (act 2 of 2000) 

3 THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

The legislation calls for a basic environmental assessment to establish potential environmental 

and social impacts of the proposed development. The assessment will look at avoiding or 

minimising potential environmental damage and promote sustainable development. 

The assessment process commences with a planning stage. During this stage; 

 An application is lodged with the decision making authority, in this case the Mpumalanga 

Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism. 

 Site visits by specialists may be required if deemed necessary to assess the site and 

potential impacts that could be caused by the proposed development, and 

 Potential interested and affected parties to the development are identified. 

The planning stage is followed by a participation stage. During this stage; 

 A site visit is conducted with the decision making authority, and 

 Notices and advertisements are publicised and identified interested and affected parties 

are consulted. 

Then there is a reporting stage, during which: 

 Property information and public comment, along with various assessments and specialist 

inputs, are incorporated into a report which assesses the proposed development in context 

of the site. 

 

The final stage is again Public Participation, where: 

 The compiled report is made available for comment and finally submitted with comments to 

the lead authority for decision making. 

 

Please refer to annexure 1 which includes time frames for a Basic Assessment. 
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4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

According to the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa everybody has the right to have the 

environment protected, amongst others through sustainable development. Everybody also have 

the right to be informed and to access information. 

Therefore a very important part of the Environmental Impact Assessment is to identify and 

receive comment from interested and affected parties relating to the proposed development.  

This is done by contacting neighbouring landowners, by advertising the process in the 

Lowvelder, by erecting notices on site, and also by contacting special affected parties such as 

the Kruger National Park and Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency. 

Registered interested and affected parties have the right to comment several times during the 

assessment period. Please refer to annexure 1, which explains the public participation periods. 

In return the registered interested and affected party is expected to: 

 Submit all comments in writing to the consultant; 

 Adhere to time frames given for commenting or submit a written motivation for why a 

longer commenting period is needed; and 

 Disclose any direct business, financial, personal or other interest in the development 

and/or approval or refusal of the development. 

5 WHO TO CONTACT 

Should you wish to register as an interested and affected party to this process and should you 

have any special concerns that you wish to be addressed during the assessment process, 

please send your name and contact details and issues to be addressed to: 

Emross Consulting Pty Ltd. 

Andrew Rossaak 

PO Box 507 

White River 

1240 

Cell: 082 339 9627 

Fax: 086 675 4320 

E-mail: andrew@emross.co.za 
 

There is also a simple registration form on our website which you may wish to use. 

Website: www.emross.co.za 

A notice will be published in the Lowvelder and a site notice will be erected at Shaws Gate. 

Interested and affected parties have 30 days to register. We will, however, be accepting 

comments throughout the process. In order for issues to be fully assessed, it would be 

preferable to receive these at the start of this process. 
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